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From account of David Schick, son of Mag 
Palm’s employer: 

 

“She lived up Long Lane, back of the 
old fair grounds. On this occasion 
she was attacked by a group of men 
who made the attempt to kidnap her 
and take her south where they 
expected to sell her and derive quite 
a profit. She was a powerful woman, 
and they would have, from the sale, 

derived quite a profit. These men succeeded in tying 
Mag’s hands…She was fighting them as best as she could 
with her hands tied. She would attempt to slow them and 
succeeded in one instance in catching [an attackers] 
thumb in her mouth and bit the thumb off. John Karseen, 
who was crippled and ran a novelty shop on Baltimore 
Street, happened along at just the right time and by using 
his crutch was able to assist Mag in her fight with these 
kidnappers and drove them off and freed her from her 
bonds.” 

 

(photo courtesy of the Adams County Historical Society, Gettysburg, PA) 

 
 


